'mid-line'. On several occasions 'lipid dialysis' is mentioned without any explanation as to what is meant by this; as the book is intended, among others, for general practitioners and nursing staff, such a phrase would probably be meaningless. Although later chapters dealing with individual groups of drugs include useful material, they also contain errors and misleading statements. Many people would feel that a-receptor blocking drugs such as phentolamine would be preferable to pentolinium in the management of hypertensive crises due to monoamine oxidase inhibitors. It is difficult to be certain for whom this would provide a satisfactory reference book in the recognition and management of acute poisoning.
PAUL TURNER

Children of West Indian Immigrants A Study of One-year-olds in Paddington by Catriona Hood MB, T E Oppe FRCP, I B Pless MD and Evelyn Apte PSW pp vi+108 24s
London: Institute of Race Relations 1970 This is a short and easily readable account of the health and development of one-year-old children of West Indian immigrants living in Paddington. The study was undertaken because it was felt that there was insufficient knowledge of the backgrounds of the coloured patients for a full understanding of the origins and pathology of many of the presenting clinical problems.
The study shows that the one-year-old West Indian baby is at a considerable disadvantage when compared with the non-West Indian baby brought up in the same area. He lives in poor and overcrowded accommodation with more brothers and sisters, while his mother, who is less likely to be married, is more likely to be out at work for the greater part of the day, leaving him in the care of others.
The amount of illness, particularly respiratory, suffered by the West Indian children was greater than that among the others. It was therefore necessary to look at the utilization of the medical services, and it was found that the use of these services was at least as great as that made by non-West Indians.
Verbal performance of the children was particularly poor, and manual dexterity was limited. It is likely that these characteristics are related to the fact that the West Indian mothers were found to talk very little to their babies and there was very little stimulation or activity for the babies. The children were remarkably well dressed, particularly when environmental circumstances were considered, but the mothers were not aware of a toddler's needs for play. This is a well presented account of an excellent study of coloured families and is the first of its kind. Its value lies not only in providing more information about the coloured child and his family but also in showing how valuable similar studies in other communities could be. The only surprising statement is the reference to St Mary's Hospital which 'because of its involvement with teaching and research' cannot provide a community service. Let us hope that this type of study will emphasize the need for all hospitals, and especially those involved with teaching, to provide a community service. This beautifully produced volume records the papers given at a two-day symposium on the treatment of burns held in Milan on November 30/December 1, 1968. The participants comprise approximately equal numbers of European physicians and surgeons on the one hand, and British and American on the other. The sections on chemotherapy and on immunology are predominantly Anglo-American, and present an excellent synopsis of the present status of antibacterial regimes, in a field noted for its frequent changes and advances. The (possibly temporary) defeat of Pseudomonas wruginosa as a lethal agent in burns is well documented. The sections on transfusion therapy and antireactional therapy are mainly written by Continental authors, and some of these contain descriptions of modes of treatment with several drugs of which the reviewer was hitherto in complete ignorance. Although some of the papers are not very relevant to day-to-day care of patients with burns, anyone who is conducting research in burns at the present time must certainly read this volume.
T L BARCLAY Hormonal Contraception by Prof Dr med Jurgen Haller pp 288 illustrated translated from the 2nd German edition by Herbert Gottfried PhD Los Altos, California: Geron-X 1969 The original German text, of which, after revision, this is the first English translation, was the outstanding work on the subject in the German language; and, indeed, so it remains. As a source of reference, as well as being a first-class account of the subject, the value of this book is attested by the fact that it lists no fewer than 747 references. As many of these are in the German literature, not readily available to those un-
